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No sooner was the mutiny ended than the ships put to sea
to meet the Dutch. The hostility of that country to Great victory
Britain made her willing to side with Napoleon, and again
had the French and Dutch been able to join forces they
would have made a most powerful combination. Admiral
Duncan, with the fleet of the Nore to reinforce him, dealt
with the Dutch, and in a terrific battle off Camperdown, in
the mouth of the Texel, he defeated them entirely.

Danger then shifted to the Mediterranean. Napoleon in
1798 began to plan his invasion of Egypt. He took Malta The
from the Knights of St. John, and set sail for Alexandria.
Nelson who was in command in the Mediterranean did not
know what Napoleon's plan was, and a storm prevented
the frigates bringing him information. But he guessed that
Napoleon's destination was Egypt. Nelson's fleet reached
Alexandria first, but found no one there, and turned back
to Sicily. Napoleon who had gone round by Crete reached
Alexandria, disembarked, and won the Battle of the Pyra-
mids, against the Mamelukes, who then governed the country,
and took Cairo.

Nelson heard of Napoleon's arrival in Egypt, sailed
back to Alexandria, and upon 1st August sighted Napoleon's The
fleet at anchor in Aboukir Bay close to the mouths of the ofatbe
Nile. The French fleet had made the two great omissions Aug., 8
of not anchoring their fleet as close to the shore as possible
and of not joining their vessels by chains. Nelson could
trust his captains, as he said, " to find a hole somewhere ",
and they quickly realized that they were able to pass on
both sides of the French ships as well as between them,
and to concentrate their forces first on the van and then on
the centre and rear of the French fleet. Beginning at six
o'clock in the evening, the battle lasted far into the night
and continued the next morning. The French flagship,
L'Ortenty blew up at 10 p.m., and before the battle was over
eleven out of the thirteen French ships had been captured or
sunk. It was a brilliant victory, in which all the captains,